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The hermeneutical principle for an exegesis of the Scriptures is the revelation of God in Christ as the 

Liberator of the oppressed from social oppression and to political struggle, wherein the poor recognize 

that their fight against poverty and injustice is not only consistent with the gospel but is the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 

Four Points on Christian Theology (God of the Oppressed, 81-83) 

 

1. There can be no Christian theology that is not social and political. If theology is to speak about 

the God of Jesus who reveals himself in the struggle of the oppressed for freedom, then 

theology must also become political, speaking for the God of the poor and the oppressed.  

2. The biblical emphasis on God's continuing act of liberation in the present and future means that 

theology cannot merely repeat what the Bible says or what is found in a particular theological 

tradition. Theology must be prophetic, recognizing the relativity of human speech, but also that 

God can use human speech at a particular time for the proclamation of his Word to the suffering 

poor. As theologians, therefore, we must take the risk to be prophetic by doing theology in the 

light of those who are helpless and voiceless in the society.  

3. Theology cannot ignore the tradition. While the tradition is not the gospel, it is the bearer of an 

interpretation of the gospel at a particular point in time. By studying the tradition, we not only 

gain insight into a particular past time but also into our own time as the past and the present 

meet dialectically. For only through this dialectical encounter with the tradition are we given the 

freedom to move beyond it.  

4. Theology is always a word about the liberation of the oppressed and the humiliated. It is a word 

of judgment for the oppressors and the rulers. Whenever theologians fail to make this point 

unmistakably clear, they are not doing Christian theology but the theology of the Antichrist.  
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